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Cover Story

From Internship to Employment:
Noel’'s Project SEARCH Success Story

Noel joined the Project SEARCH team in 2024, stepping into a

new world of opportunity after spending time at home without work.
Through multiple internship rotations at ZooTampa, Noel quickly

found his stride—developing job skills, building confidence, and thriving
\ in his roles. By his final two rotations, he had become a standout intern,
| impressing supervisors with his drive, growth,

{ and natural talent.

His hard work and determination paid off: Noel was offered a job at
ZooTampa immediately following the completion of his internship.

|l Noel's journey is a powerful reminder of what's possible when preparation
/AN meets opportunity.

The MTC Project SEARCH Adult Program at ZooTampa is a transformative nine-month internship experience that blends
classroom instruction, career exploration, hands-on learning, and college-level certification. As part of a nationally
recognized initiative, the program prepares adults with disabilities for meaningful employment through real-world
experience and individualized support.

Our Mission:

To empower people with disabilities to lead the lives they choose

Together, we can provide innovations in vocational training, employment services, residential supports,
and life enrichment opportunities for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, Autism Spectrum
Disorder, and individuals who are Deaf and hard of hearing.

GIVE VOLUNTEER ADVOCATE

. Make a one-time or ongoing Sign up to volunteer with MTC, visit: . Partner with us to open doors -
monthly donation. Visit: macdonaldcenter.org/volunteer/ sponsorships, internships, and
macdonaldcenter.charityproud. . Mentor individuals careers, for our students and

org/Donate by teaching a life trainees.

. Make a lasting. enrichment activity. . Hold peer-to-peer fundraisers

. Support students in [=]&"

impact with a on behalf of MTC.

planned gift - building confidence and career- . Follow and engage with MTC
including bequests, readiness by volunteering as a on social media. Find us on
charitable gift annuities mock interviewer. Facebook and Instagram and
and gifts of stocks or bonds. . Volunteer for Beads Sorting LinkedIn at

. Create an endowment. and Repackaging @MacDonaldTrainingCenter
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Friends of MTC,

Seventy years ago, a loving father rejected the status quo, upending societal
norms and conventions. J. Clifford MacDonald’s remarkable courage changed
the lives of generations. MTC lives his legacy by embracing the possible and
pushing back against barriers. We follow in Mr. MacDonald'’s footsteps by
continuously expanding, refining, and elevating our educational, vocational,
life enrichment and educational programming so that each new generation
may succeed and prosper. We remain deeply committed to the individuals
and families that seek and deserve forward-thinking, services and non-
traditional supports.

This year we celebrated MTC's Platinum Jubilee, a truly remarkable
achievement. MTC's Leadership Team calls seven decades of evolving services
— Hope in Action. Hope, the universal aspiration for a better future, Action,
the services and supports necessary to make that hope a reality as needs

and demands evolve.

Our programming reflects MTC’s Guiding Principles:

« Hope — Vocational training and elevated educational programs that uplift,
empower, educate, and provide pathways to success and prosperity.

« Excellence — Meaningful, person-centered adult day training programs
that enrich, engage, and benefit individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.

« Unity — Supporting individuals with all disabilities to live in the most
unrestrictive settings possible, including community-based affordable
housing apartments.

« Perseverance — Advancing careers, not just jobs, by supporting
the employment dreams and goals of people with all disabilities.

« People First — Preparing future generations, through supportive
out-of- school camps geared to their affinities and career aspirations.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

From a humble beginning as a one-room schoolhouse, MTC has grown into an
unstoppable combination of vocational education, certificate-based training,
social skills and workplace navigation, employment services and residential
supports. MTC's a true reflection of community needs and demands, from the
first days when our services included a Speech and Language Clinic for children,
to today’s unique internships program designed to offer certificate-based
employment training for adults who with barriers to employment including
those who are Deaf or hard of hearing, autistic or Spanish speaking with

disabilities.
Gerilynn
, . &/l e “Poor Animals”
It's been a remarkable year! We are eternally grateful for the unwavering ' S & e

commitment of our Board of Directors and the hard work and talent of our
employees, past and present.

We thank our loyal families for your trust and partnership. Your strength inspires
us and is the driving force behind our success.

We also extend our sincere gratitude to our partners, generous donors,
suppliers, community agencies, Krewes, professional and social clubs, for their
support of our mission for seven decades!

We celebrate 70 years of service, with the promise that the best is yet to come!

With gratitude,

Karenne Levy
President/CEO
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« ADULT DAY TRAINING
MTC offers Community Experiences and
Life Skills, Fine Arts, Education, and Career
Prep.

« EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

MTC Employment Services finds jobs for
people with all disabilities.

« PROJECT SEARCH ADULT:

A unique, business-led, nine-month unpaid
internship program that takes place entirely
at the host site of ZooTampa.

« INNOVATION - DHH:

MTC Innovation Internship provides
comprehensive support and services
to deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals

who are seeking employment.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

- EDUCATION

eMerge Career Collaborative: Industry
Recognized Certificate Programs

« COMMUNITY LIVING

Customized services to meet all needs from
those of individuals leaving home for the first
time, to seniors wishing to age in place.

« CAREER CAMPS:

Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Camps are
FREE for youth ages 14-21 referred by VR.

« CommUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Collaborating with community partners to open
doors to education, employment, and empowerment
for people with disabilities.
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OPENING DOORS TO OPPORTUNITY

BUILDING FUTURES

PROJECT SEARCH COMMUNITY LIVING

A collaboration between MacDonald Training Center, Zoo
Tampa at Lowry Park, and Project SEARCH. The nine-month
training program combines classroom instruction, career

exploration, and hands-on experiential learning. su pported

of seniors

through
o ITTTTY our services
I O O /o remained in community living — empowered
to age with dignity, independence,

MTC Project SEARCH Interns and stability. Every need was met without
Graduated and Placed Into Employment a single transition to a more restrictive setting.

SUNPASS MILESTONE WORKFORCE
20 MILLION DEVELOPMENT

~ 140+

Transponders \
Packaged and Shipped a’ Clients Served Through

MTC Job Development Services
ADULT DAY SERVICES CERTIFICATIONS

The people we serve are proud to give back to our community!
‘ Q \ MTC’s eMerge Career Education students,

Service Participant Hours

900+

Adult Day Services Community
Employment and Project SEARCH Interns.
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Darian Roman

Darian Roman, a member of the MTC community since 2018,
received the 2024 RESPECT of Florida Micro-Enterprise Grant for
his start up t-shirt company, Roman Empire. Darian plans to use
the grant to further grow his business by enrolling in MTC's Small
Business Entrepreneurship Certification Program.

“This online presence will enable me to showcase my unique
designs and connect with a broader audience who shares my
passion for personal and meaningful apparel.”

amm Darian Roman, MTC Client

Laura Bravo

Employee of the Year - Commodities! Laura’s journey with MTC
began at a summer camp for Deaf and hard of hearing teens.
Since joining the team she has become an essential part of our
SunPass transponder packaging for the Florida Turnpike
Authority. Laura’s dedication and exceptional skills have earned
her a promotion to an instructor role for a new MTC program,
where she will take on additional leadership responsibilities.

“I'm proud to work, train other Deaf and hard of hearing staff, and
earn my own income. My goals are to own a car and have my own

pt
home. @R | qura Bravo, SunPass Team

Tayve Spidel-Frye

Tayve's City of Tampa internship is opportunity in action.

After earning Microsoft Specialist certifications, she brought her
skills to a meaningful role—thanks to a partnership committed to
expanding access and belonging. Special thanks to Councilman
Luis Viera and ADA Coordinator Raquel Pancho for championing
her journey.

“Tayve and her talents have been an incredible asset
to my office.”

amm Raquel Pancho, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Coordinator, Office of the Chief of Staff, City of Tampa

20 Million SunPass Transponders

When MTC bid for and was awarded the contract to package

the SunPass transponder in 2007, few could have imagined the
road that lay ahead. All of us at MTC are proud to package and
ship the SunPass transponder for Florida's Turnpike Enterprise and
the work that is being done to support our community.

“We are extremely proud of our partnership with MacDonald
Training Center (and) we are grateful for the hard work put toward
ensuring our SunPass customers receive a quality product.”

amm Nicola Liquori, Florida Turnpike Enterprise
Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer
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ASSETS
Current Assets $3,864,029
Investments & Real Estate $4,059,779
Contributions Receivables Less Current Portion $43,700
Right-of-Use Assets Under Operating Leases $527,570
Property & Equipment, net $2,569,437
Other Assefs 339,492
$11,104,007 8,746,446
TOTAL ASSETS $11.104.007
$2.157.,561

LIABILITIES
Current Liabiliies $1,410,518 -
Deposit Liability - Sale Leaseback $228,000 o
Operating Lease Liabilities, Less Current Portion $497,919 Total Assets Total Liabilifies Net Assets
Finance Lease Liabilities, Less Current Portion $21.124
TOTAL LIABILITIES $2,157,561
Net Assets 38,946,446
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $11.104.007

Revenue & Community Support

$7,376,486

Expenses

$6,063,067 ,

Revenue & Community Bqoerses
Support

Revenue & Community Support
Senice Revenue $2,485,233 | 34%
Net Product Sales $3,042,664 N 41%
Contributions $520,314 m 7%
Investments,Net Special Events & Other $1,036,409 s 14%
Net Assets Released from Restrictions $291,866 [ 4%
Total $7,376,486
Expenses
Senvices $4,744,685 [ 78%
Administration $1,032,119 | 17%
Development $286,263 E 5%

Total $6,063,067



THANK YOU 2024 DONORS!

We are grateful. Your generosity supports our mission to
empower people with disabilities to lead the lives they choose.

$200,000 +
Hillsborough County

$199,000-$100,000
Gary and Melody Johnson
United Way Suncoast

$99,999-$15,000

Community Foundation
of Tampa Bay

Louise Curtis

Shirley Henicke
Humana, Inc

Joy McCann Foundation
Mabel & Ellsworth
Simmons Foundation
Dan & Barbara Ricci

$14,999-$10,000
Richard Diaz, Jr.

Leslie Peter Foundation
Stearns Weaver Miller

$9,999-$5,000

Kirt Kiester

Amanda Stevens

Tampa LB Sales Inc
Danker-Basham
Foundation, Inc.
Shumaker

Rays Baseball Foundation
Jessica & Stephen McRory

$4,999-$1,000
George Adams, Jr.
Bank of Tampa
Mary Bellis

Joseph Borgia
Jennifer Carlstedt

Tanja Catoe
Michael Connolly
Kelly Curington
Elizabeth Darnell
Fran Davin

Jean Davis
Kimberlee DeBosier, P.E.
Judith DeStasio
Stacy Fender

Jerry Fogarty, llI
Samuel Foster

Fox Foundation
Jim Freyvogel
Garcia Weight Loss
Ada Gutierrez
Jack Gutman

Kelly Harrington
Phillips Harrington
Rita Hattab

Dustin Henderson
Hillsborough Community
College

Darrin J. Quam
Eric Kreiger
Lennovo

David M. Dibbs
John & Susan Mueller
Jacqueline Olson
Karenne P. Levy
Fred Rabow, MD
Robin Roup

Aaron Silberman
Jim Sitek
Carmelina Strahan
Strategic Property
Partners LLC
Jacqueline Olson
Scott Taylor

TECO

Judit Tejada

The Ability Experience
Three Five Two
Unitarian Universalist
Church of Tampa
Robert Van De Weghe
Joseph Wassel

Thomas & Donna Wood
Cheryl Worsham

$999-$500

1st US Volunteer
Calvary Regiment
Kerry Allgire

Bank of America
Charitable Foundation
Cindy Bauer

Nancy Berrios

Besito Mexican
Restaurant

Willard Blair

Ryan Bontrager

Emily Carbone

J. Richard Caskey
Cory Chandler
Clearwater Packaging
Darden Restaurants
Alfonso Dato

Karen Dearolf

Laurie DeCarlo
George Dollar

Diane Durgan

Shawn Fogarty
Sharon Foster

Jorge Fuentes

Tripp Godfrey
Claudia & Woody Isom
Peter Kelly

Jeremy Knox

J.W. Kuhn

Las Damas De Arte
Rick Russo, CPIA

Iris Sandow

Richard Senker
Sandra Sroka

Merrill Stewart
Sunday Bacon
Photography

Tampa Hillsborough
Urban League FOI
Michael Tomor

Juan and Maria Viera
Kevin and Laura Walsh

$499-$250
Jeanette Alonso
Jillian Anderson
Arthur Yates & Sons
Jewelry

Mara Brad
Charlotte Brittain
Chrissy Burch

Busch Gardens
Sylvia Butler
Capdevila's

at La Teresita
Candace Cecconi
Sarah Clark

Molly Clarkson
Joyce Cotton

Tony D'Aquila
Betsy and Craig Davis
Janet Dayton
Andrew Diaz
Cynthia Evans
Susan Fleming-Bennett
Florida Museum of
Photographic Arts



THANK YOU 2024 DONORS!

$499-$250
Frontstream SPV, LLc
Kevin Frye

Gasparilla Distance Classic

Association

Ryan Gonzalez
Deborah Hamilton
Inge Handing
Earnest Hansley
Steve Hengel

Gene and Roxane Jordan

Sarah Joubert

Junior League of Tampa

Janet Krawczyk

Lenovo HK Service, LTD
Gladys LimHing

John Loper

Lyndsay McDonald
Karen McKinney

John Meek

Robin Moch

Richard Motl

Richard Pitirri

Richard & Laurie Potier-Brown

Leslie Quaritius
Marlin A. Register Il
Brian Robbins
Kevin Schenk

Spa Jardin

Kelly Sultenfuss
Joseph T. Baldasan

The Rotary Club
of Tampa

Mattie Vega
Laurie Woodard
Diana Zubrowski

$249-$100

Ryan Abraham

America On Line Giving
Foundation

Robin Atkins

Cathy Baez

Bill Edwards Foundation
for the Arts

Suzanne Bourdeau
Julia Bray

Madeline Clark
Clearwater Marine
Aquarium

Loraine Clewis

David Council

Jana Danner

Nick Decker

FITAMOM Tampa Bay
J.A. Formica

Sandra Freedman
Megan Gerken

Melissa Gimson

Gold & Diamond
Source

Janet Goldberg McEnery

Jeffrey Greenberg
Dede Grundel
Phyllis Guthman
Michael Hajaistron
Harvard University
Alyssa Harvey
Peter Hughes
Jonathan Hunt

J. Gary Wellman
Memorial
Deborah Kent

Lea Leriche
Madame Tussauds
Val McDarby
Metro Lagoons
Joanne Mirabella
Thom Morrison
Alison Ney
Oxford Exchange
Vanessa Parker
Jack Rosenkranz

Joseph Schwartz
Anthony Scionti
David Singletary
David Smith

Robert Smith
Michael Spada
Patricia M Spears
St. Augustine Pirate &
Treasure Museum
Kevin Sullivan
Tammy Lash Studio
Tampa Bay Rowdies
Tampa Museum of Art
The Pink Palm
JoAnn Urofsky
Amnerys Valdes
Angelo Volpe
Samantha Walker
Tonya Whitlock
Amanda Wiegman
Gregory C. Yadley

We apologize for any inadvertent omissions and regret that
donations under $100 are not listed due to space constraints.
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Tampa Location

5420 W. Cypress Street
Tampa, Florida 33607

Brandon Location

3901 Coconut Palm Drive
Tampa, Florida 33619




